
Solarizing Rural America:
How we can sow the sun and 

REAP the benefits!



Hi! I’m Heaven Campbell. 

Florida Program Director,

Solar United Neighbors
• Big solar nerd

• Farming family  

• Fast talker 



WHAT IS SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS?

We’re a vendor neutral, 
national 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit. 



WHAT IS SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS?

We help people
go solar,

join together, 
& fight for their 

energy rights.



What is REAP?



REAP – Rural Energy for America Program

The Rural Energy 
for America 
Program helps 
farmers & rural 
business owners 
access renewable 
& efficient energy 
technologies.

This program is 
underutilized! 



REAP – Rural Energy for America Program

Two Programs Paths:

Loan Guarantee Program
• Up to 75% of total 

eligible project costs

>> Grant Program <<
• Up to 50% of total 

eligible project costs



REAP – Rural Energy for America Program

Eligible Technologies:
Renewable Energy Systems
• Biomass
• Geothermal for electric generation or direct use
• Hydropower (below 30 megawatts)
• Hydrogen
• Small and large wind generation
• Small and large solar generation
• Ocean (tidal, current, thermal) generation

Energy Efficiency Improvements



Eligibility

2 groups are eligible for REAP grants:

1. Farmers

○ 50% or more of gross income from 

agricultural operations

2. Rural small businesses:

○ Rural area (per USDA Rural Eligibility Map)

○ Small business (net worth <$15M, 

net annual income <$5M)



Business benefits to going solar

● Enjoy more energy choice 

● Reduce & control energy costs

● Improve your energy security

● Clean, abundant solar energy

● Save up to 50% with REAP grant

● Tax incentives (ITC and MACRS)

ITC: Investment Tax Credit

MACRS: Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery System



What’s new with REAP?

The IRA:

● $1.7B additional funding 

available until 2031
● Raised the maximum 

grant from 25% to 50%

● Raised project size cap 

to $1M for renewable 

energy projects



How to apply for a 
REAP solar grant



Submit your REAP 
application before 

building your project.



Our new REAP 
application guide:
solarunitedneighbors.org/reap 



Our guide includes:

● Program basics

● Eligibility

● Application process

● Forms & materials

● How to apply:

○ Step-by-step

○ Score estimates

● List of pros



For step-by-step instructions: 
solarunitedneighbors.org/reap 



● REAP Application Guide

● Solar Help Desk

● Ready, Set, Solar! (REAP Edition)

REAP Education Outreach & Support



Questions?

Help us spread the word! 
advocacy@solarunitedneighbors.org
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