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LIFT Toolkit Overview – Explore Function
How to Explore the Dataset – 1) Map / GIS; 2) Sortable summary table; 3) Filter by drivers list

Link to Site Page: https://lift.groundswell.org/solar-projects/ 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explore Function = ability to learn from & peruse other existing projectsSeveral ways to manipulate the dataset1. Zoom in / out -> select Rays Up CS project in COClick on Project Page: discuss attributes (standard specs, financing-related, subscriber-centric)Database of LMI CS projectscross-state learnings (case studies = NC & CO)2. Sort TableColumn header to re-sort list3. Attribute listDefinitions (user-friendly); regardless of level of familiarity with CS Sector want to make sure each attribute is definedCoop & Small system size & LMI savings = HIGHMap & Table update = 7 proj / 3 statesSort table; high level delivered to the highest % of customers: “LMI Share of Capacity”4. Impact/useDownload specific selection OR entire datasetUsers = developers or financiers at very beginning of CS journey, looking to understand which models exist & compare/contrast inclusion & savings levelsUsers = researchers who can leverage & analyze this dataset

https://lift.groundswell.org/solar-projects/


LIFT Toolkit Overview – Design Function
Fetch Best Practices returns curated 
outputs based on your selections:
• Similar Projects
• Case Studies
• Best Practices
• Resources

Yellow filters pre-filled based on 
State you select

Link to Site Page: https://lift.groundswell.org/optimizer/edit/ 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DesignDecision-support toolNew development toolCompare & contrast CS project design (financial models) - optimization of policy choices. User AudiencesUtilities or other developers looking to learn more about existing projectsFinancing mechanisms & best practices – brief discussion on some key findingsDiscuss pre-IRA or traditional approachesversus the IRA era

https://lift.groundswell.org/optimizer/edit/


LIFT Toolkit Overview – Learn Function
Publications and Resources to Learn more about LMI community solar
• LIFT Resources – generated through 3y research project
• External Resources – categorized by topic
• Glossary of terms used across LIFT Toolkit

Link to Site Page: https://lift.groundswell.org/resources/ 

LIFT Resources External Resources Glossary
10 LIFT Research Reports Advancing Equity (7) 74 Terms and Definitions

23 LIFT Case Studies Basics of LMI Community Solar (5)

14 Finance Best Practices Community and Consumer Resources (6)

Design and Financing Models (9)

National Level Datasets (4)

Policy and Market Transformation (7)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Learn - helps in tailoring messaging and effective communication for targeted groups. The educational component is again helpful for subscriber management functions like subscriber acquisition, retention and customer satisfaction, etc.Research & education information repositoryHighlight case studies: customer experience perspective (as well as financing)LIFT reports = new and intriguing CE insightsUser AudiencesAcademia / researchAudiences newer to CS (learn from resources available)

https://lift.groundswell.org/resources/


3-Year DOE Research Project: what specific mechanisms enable equitable solar program 
access and customer experiences?

Research on 453 LMI 
community solar 
projects in U.S., to:
• Promote inclusive 

solar access 
• Recommend 

improvements in 
policy & 
legislation 
targeting LMI 
inclusion

LIFT Solar Research Hypothesis & Focus Areas
The Accelerating Low-Income Financing and Transactions (LIFT) for Solar Access Everywhere Project



Link to Site Page: https://lift.groundswell.org/colorado-energy-office-licsg-pilot/rays-up-community-solar-project/ 

LIFT Solar Overview – Database
Database basics
• Definition of “Low-to-Moderate Income Community Solar”
• 453 LMI CS projects in 18 states
• Data collection overview
• Example of Project Page:

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Toolkit Intro:Toolkit definition of LMI 1) LMI requirements (carve-out, income eligibility or targeted incentives)& 2) Deliver value to subscribers through bill credits and VNMLMI threshold defined differently project to projectBackbone of Toolkit = database of 453 LMI CS projects in 18 US statesMore about databaseData collection process (high-level) & validation with NRELData dictionary

https://lift.groundswell.org/colorado-energy-office-licsg-pilot/rays-up-community-solar-project/


Primary LIFT Research Recommendations
1. Explicit and functional energy efficiency and bill savings mechanisms that 

provide tangible reductions in energy burdens and lower energy costs

2. Necessity of new deployment tools like the LIFT Toolkit to 1) highlight optimal 
equitable energy programs and 2) provide design recommendations to rapidly 
scale such programs. 
• Optimal programs:

• Offer the greatest impact on reduction of energy burdens
• Provide tangible savings to LMI households 

3. Legislation on clean energy programs must be targeted because [Black, 
Indigenous, and People of Color] BIPOC, tribal and other low-income 
communities continue to experience disparate access to residential energy-
saving programs and other energy efficiency upgrades



Contact Us
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