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Roadmap of Talk
Building Shared-Equity Ownership: a new legal model of 

community solar benefiting underserved communities

Digital Dashboard Tool enabling transparent, 
accountable sharing of solar savings

Conclusion: how Solar Commons expands “meaningful 
benefits of solar”



Approaching community solar ownership
as a legal anthropologist

FORMAL LAW INFORMAL LAW

statutes, contracts, policies, regulations rituals, culturally shared practices, 
assumptions, values



THE SOLAR COMMONS PROJECT:
Use Formal and Informal  Law To Shape Solar 

Technology Into A Tool for Sharing Equity
in the Sun’s Common Wealth

~



Formal Law
+  Donation

(or loan)

SOLAR COMMONS COMMUNITY 
TRUST AGREEMENT (SCA)

Solar Commons
Community Trust



All Parties to the SC Trust Agreement (SCA) are 
Incentivized & Receive Benefits from Solar Savings

Community partners 
create the 20-year trust 
agreement.

Purpose of the trust is set 
by underserved 
community partner.

Solar savings going to the trust are 
calculated at a  FIXED RATE.  

As cost of electricity goes up, the host 
keeps more of the solar savings.   

Solar 
savings
going to 
TRUST

Calculations of solar 
savings are done in a 
digital dashboard that 
is shared by all parties 
to the trust.

Host
’
s



Informal 
Law

CREATING VISIBLE 
BENEFITS & 
OBLIGATIONS

Ritualizing 
monthly and 
annual PRACTICES

Holding Parties 
Accountable  

SHARED GOVERNANCE FLOW OF VALUE DASHBOARD
Creating Transparent, Accountable Shared Governance

of the Sun’s Common Wealth



SC1.0: Distributing Solar Commons trust 
funds in underserved neighborhoods of
TUCSON, ARIZONA



SC2.0: Distributing Solar Commons 
trust funds in an underserved rural area 
of Northern Minnesota  



Ritualizing 
Shared Solar 
Equity 



Conclusion: Expanding Meaningful Benefits of Solar 
with Shared-Equity (Solar Commons) Ownership


