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Facilitated Workshops & Webinars

Stakeholder Representation: 

(500+ participants!)



Strategies Co-Developed 

Among Stakeholder Groups 

Over 30 Months



Scenarios Modeled to Sharpen Our Questions





Jeffrey R. S. Brownson, PhD

Associate Professor & Head Photon Wrangler: 

Brownson Solar Collaborative

Director: Solar Ecology Program, EMS Energy Inst.

Email: solarpower@psu.edu

LinkedIn: heliotactic
twitter: @heliotactic
Web: solarecology.psu.edu

Contact:

mailto:solarpower@psu.edu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/heliotactic/
https://twitter.com/heliotactic


Penn State Solar

Solar 2019
Penn State Sustainability Institute
Meghan Hoskins, Director of Operations and Partnerships
meh200@psu.edu | 814-867-2888

Peter Buckland, Academic Programs Manager
pdb118@psu.edu | 814-865-7445

The Nature Conservancy
Liz Johnson, Director of Land Management

elizabeth_johnson@tnc.org

Lightsource BP
Emilie Wangerman, Vice President of Business Development  

emilie.wangerman@lightsourcebp.com| 415-990-1621

https://hub.aashe.org/browse/video/22031/A-Solar-PPA-Designed-for-Positive-Externalities

https://hub.aashe.org/browse/video/22031/A-Solar-PPA-Designed-for-Positive-Externalities


Sustainability Institute
• Consultants and coaches to guide 

and bolster sustainability efforts at 
Penn State in:

• Student and staff engagement
• Curriculum development
• Operations
• Outreach and community-student 

projects
• Research
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Request for Proposals for Penn State Solar

• Penn State has GHG Emissions Reduction 
Goals

• Renewable Energy project was determined 
to be feasible

• RFP = Request For Proposals
• Solar developers were asked to submit proposals 

to Penn State, considering Penn State priorities:
• Community Benefits
• Cost
• Counterparty
• Development Schedule

¾ Creates a market push!

• Ecosystem Benefits
• Location
• Penn State Benefits
• Size



The Nature Conservancy Partnership

• To ensure sites were selected 
appropriately, we partnered 
with The Nature Conservancy 

• Science of adaptation to 
climate

• What are the areas that 
should NOT be developed?

Courtesy of The Nature Conservancy



The Nature Conservancy Partnership

Courtesy of The Nature Conservancy

www.conservationgateway.org

http://maps.tnc.org/resilientland/

http://www.conservationgateway.org/
http://maps.tnc.org/resilientland/


Lightsource BP Partnership



Penn State Solar Into the Future
• Continuing to develop partnership with Lightsource BP
• Intended project benefits:

• Lowers electric generation costs
• Provides long term budget certainty
• Lowers GHG emissions 
• Positive Public Relations

• Help others develop projects with ecosystems and 
communities in mind
¾ Create demand for responsibly developed projects

• Curriculum and Educational Value
• Research Potential
• Internship Opportunities
• Reflects Student Attitudes 



Solarize Philly

SOLAR 2019

Laura Rigell, Solar Manager

lrigell@philaenergy.org · O: 215-686-4483



The Philadelphia Energy Campaign   

• $1 billion investment over 10 years in energy efficiency and clean energy projects, 

leveraging public and private dollars

• 10,000 jobs
• 25,000 households 

• 2,500 small businesses

• First 2 years: 
• $130+ million in active projects 

• Nearly 1000 jobs 

• $750M+ pipeline

AFFORDABLE / LMI



City Off-site Solar Purchase
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Philadelphia trainees working 

on NC solar array, 2018
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Bright Solar Futures

Offering intro training for high schoolers

• 70 students trained

• 20 placed into internships

Selected for $1.25 M award 

• Establish nation’s first Solar Energy 

Program of Study
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Contact

Laura Rigell

Solar Manager

lrigell@philaenergy.org

215-686-4483

www.philaenergy.org

www.solarizephilly.org
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Philadelphia trainees flip switch 

on 150th Solarize install, 2018

mailto:eschapira@philaenergy.org
http://www.philaenergy.org/
http://www.solarizephilly.org/
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